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HOW MASTER GARDENERS DO IT 

COMPILED BY SHARON ETTINGER, MG00  

W HAT  WILL  YOU BE GROWING  IN  YOUR  
OUTDOOR KITCHEN  GARDEN THIS WINTER ? 

Sandy Rich, MG10 

 Lots of winter veggies are getting a good strong start in 
my Capitola backyard mini-farm. Let's see: cabbage, brocco-
li, kale, brussel sprouts, sugar peas, carrots, beets, winter 
romaine lettuce, onions, garlic, cilantro, parsley, oregano, 
sage, purple basil...hopefully this will somewhat make up for 
my failed tomato crop (blight struck hard). I did have to do 
battle with an energetic squirrel that kept digging every-
thing up---made wire half-domes to go over the top of the 
plants and blocked the ends with wire squares. I am looking 
forward to my winter soupséstill digging. 

Karla McIntyre, MG10 

 I'm hoping to grow greens, lots of theméchard, kale, 
spinach and arugula. 

Dee Dee Hanania, MG99 

 We have planted two times so far for our winter garden: 
beets, mustard spinach, spinach, cress, lettuce, kale, arugula, 
collards, chard and we are eating from it already!!  

Michele Whizin, MG10 

 Kale, lettuce, oregano, basil, garlic, potatoes & spinach. 

Melita Israel, MG95 

 Artichokes, asparagus, broccoli, peas, Japanese greens, 
celeriac, carrots, beets, small cabbage and  leeks. 

Tammy Tahara, MG06 

 I planted head lettuce, red leaf lettuce and arugula. Now 
if I can only keep the squirrels from digging in the soil! My 
Earthboxes are now covered in chicken wire. 

Ed Morrow, MG10 

 If the rabbits permit, I'm growing some broccoli and 
lettuces. 

Randa Solick, MG06 

 Already planted and growing, some remaining from the 
summer, some freshly planted seedlings grown from seed: 
kale, chard, spinach, lettuce, sugar snap peas, brussel 
sprouts, beets. Some squash still on the vine; some beans 
still drying on the vine. Artichokes coming up. Strawberries 
still fruiting, some apples still on the trees. Cover crops do-
ing well over old tomato and squash patches. 

Yvonne Geller, MG10 

 I have brussel sprouts and chard, so far. Will try for 
more chard if I can get to it. I am also growing Vietnamese 
coriander. It is too exposed and cold in the winter for it to 
last in my Westside place. So I have it in midtown Santa 
Cruz and it does well. 

Maryanne McCormick, MG04 

 Fava beans are a favorite. Also leeks, kale and snap peas. 
Lettuces will stay, but heavier-leafed species are better.  
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Ty Hichman, MG10 

 Kale, collards, bok choy, chard, onions, garlic, carrots, 
beets, potatoes, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels sprouts, 
peas, mesclun, lettuce and turnips 

Barabara Schilling, MG04 

 So far I have seeded: broccoli, red/white cabbage, cauli-
flower, onion, lettuce, garlic, beets, kale, cilantro, chard, 
carrots, leeks and planted potatoes. I also seed fava beans 
partially to let them ripen to harvest but the larger amount 
as a cover crop which I turn under when they are still 
small. This sounds like a lot but I always make sure to seed 
only a couple of rows max so I don't suffocate under each 
vegetable once it is ready to be picked. 

 In addition I have year round herbs that grow winter 
and summer: oregano, sage, thyme, rosemary, chives and 
parsley in the winter 

Paul McCollum, MG04 

 Hard and soft neck garlic, shallots, Savoy cabbage, 
broccoli. Salad greens, corn salad and cilantro. 

Kelly Locke, MG10  

 In the vegetable garden Iõm planting for winter, I have 
beets, turnips, cauliflower and Romanesco broccoli plant-
ed. I also like to plant fava beans, but they will go in later. I 
may do a buckwheat cover crop on one part of the yard 
this year to cover an area and keep the dogs from going 
there and getting muddy feet! 

Carol Griffith, MG10 

 Lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli and beets. 

HOW  DO YOU WINTERIZE  OR PREPARE  
YOUR GARDEN FOR WINTER ? 

Melita Israel, MG95 

 I cover my Pinkerton avocado with a structure made of 
plastic pipes. First a square is made and four legs added at 
the corners. The floating cover is placed over this structure 
and is fastened with clothespins. The legs are placed over 
rebar that are pounded into the soil so the wind wonõt 
blow the structure over. 

 I have a new cherimoya and will probably use the same 
structure. It allows the rain and sunlight to come 
through the fabric.  

 I reused these every year until the floating cover comes 
apart. 

Ed Morrow, MG10  

 Remove all the dead stuff, grow some rye over the open 
spaces, and get the compost pile going.   I've also put a tun-
nel cover over one raised bed to see if I can get lettuce and 
some spinach to grow there. 

 

http://ucanr.org/blogs/food/index.cfm?tagname=gardening 

Claudia Boulton, MG99 

 This year I'll be trimming (via string trimmer) many 
areas of ground cover (yerba buena, dwarf plumbago, 
chamomile 'Treneague,õ bacopa) and then feeding them 
with worm castings - all before the real rains come.  

 I'll also be cutting back ginger and a few other plants 
that become a soggy mess after they are rained on, as well 
as cleaning up leaves that shelter snails. As always I'll leave 
oak leaves on the ground as they are such an important 
mulch to nurture the oaks and snails don't like them. 

Barbara Schilling, MG04 

 I just turned and mixed with compost most of my veg-
gie beds after the summer crop came out. 

Joann Godoy, MG08 

 Winterize??? Heck, the fall and winter is when I grow 
the best vegetables, herbs and put in the bare root straw-
berries. Almost no pest problems and not much need for 
supplemental irrigation. I cut back the berry vines and 
that's about it. The rest of the garden (food, flowers, 
shrubs, trees) is still in production. Living in Aptos  (Zone 
17) is just great for four-season gardening. 
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Found online: tiered strawberry bedsñ 

Carol Griffith, MG10 

 I spread out fertilizer for the rains to catch water in. I 
try to gather up all the dead plants (dahlias, annuals, etc.) 
and gather up dropped fruit. I prune back some summer 
overgrowth and clear paths of leaves, etc. I put out bulbs. 

 

HOW  DO YOU PROTECT YOUR  
SUCCULENTS FROM FROST?  

Sandy Rich, MG10 

 Most of the ones in pots get pulled onto the porch or 
close to the house to get a little extra warmth. And the 
ones in the ground usually make it--sometimes covering 
with damp newspapers helps if we get a hard frost--since 
we live at the beach, mostly I make sure they don't drown  
and get root-rot. I am careful to take the trays away from 
the bottoms so they can drain...that's it. They are hardy 
and well acclimated after 20+ years. 

Tina Heitzman, MG08 

 I don't baby-sit my plants. If they can't handle the 
frost, I don't have them in my garden.  

Dee Dee Hanania, MG99 

 We bring them into the house or put them on the 
north side of the house close to the outer wall. 

John Fisher, MG08 

 Many can handle most freezes around here. The tender 
ones that don't like freezing temps usually do fine with 
just a bed sheet or some other very light material (clear or 
colored plastic works fine also). Material used to cover 
may depend on size and strength of the plants to be pro-
tected. You don't want too heavy of a material that may 
break or severely bend the plants to be protected. (they get 
quite a bit heavier with dew on them). Just remove them 
the next morning after sun comes up. 

 Another good option for smaller individual plants or 
small plant groupings is to just put a 5-gallon bucket or a 
larger plastic storage tub over them. If you seal the bottom 
of the covering material at the ground, (doesn't have to be 
hermetically sealed, just no large gaps to allow air ex-
change) you should get 10 or more degrees of protection. If 
you just throw something over the top and leave air flow 
gaps around the bottom of the covering, then you should 
get at least 3 and depending on yard location up to 8-10 
degrees of protection. For an anticipated real hard freeze 
(for around here) you can put straw into and surrounding 
the plants before adding the coverings. Sounds like a lot of 
work, but with a couple of helpers it goes pretty quick and 
you can use them over and over again and the straw just 
becomes more mulch for the bed in the spring. 

 The large plastic bags that PCs, TVs, and stereo equip-
ment come in also work quite well, even the ones with 
some small ventilation holes. 

Melita Israel, MG95 

 I try to not plant succulents that need winter protec-
tion.  

Tammy Tahara, MG06 

 I cover mine with a frost blanket if I know the weather 
will dip near or below freezing. I also move them under the 
eaves. I do this for my succulents that are in pots. The ones 
in the ground seem to do OK, at least so far. If freezing 
nighttime temps are forecast for several nights in a row, I 
will erect stakes around the perimeter of my in-ground 
succulent garden and toss a frost blanket over the whole 
thing. The blanket does not touch the plants so I can leave 
it on for several nights in a row. I also erect chicken wire 
enclosures around my potted succulents to keep the squir-
rels from digging into them and eating the leaves. The frost 
blankets don't touch the plants and it's easy to drape a 
bunch at a time this way.  

Above: http://blog.gardening-tools-direct.co.uk/2011/01/allotment-strawberry-beds
-slight.html;  

Below: http://gardenofeaden.blogspot.com/2011/10/how-to-overwinter-
strawberries.html 
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Ed Morrow, MG10 

 As of now I don't have any succulents, but at the Suc-
culent Extravaganza I did get a list of succulents that are 
cold tolerant down to the mid twenties, so I may get some 
and give them a try. 

Julie Thiebaut, MG03 

 I live right on the coast so I don't get much frost but 
when I do, I just throw sheets over my small garden. 

Claudia Boulton, MG99 

 I plant them in sheltered or semi-sheltered areas if 
possibleñsouth or west side of the house, near the house, 
etc. Those in exposed areas get covered with old table-
cloths, sheets or dishtowels on nights when frost is pre-
dicted. (If I'm paying attention!) 

Al Derrick, MG95 

 When the folks built this house in 1957 on the side of 
a hill, they planted the large area down hill from the house 
with ice plant. For five years it grew great and filled in 
very well. As you say it only takes one cold winter to turn 
your planting to mush. Then again in 1990 December we 
had four days of 12 degree nights which blackened all the 
freeway ivy planting all the way to Napa. Our Culligan 
water softener froze solid. The gardener has to make the 
choice to live on the edge and plant those things he really 
desires, accepting the reality of losing them any winter, or 
limit his garden to SAFE planting. I take the chance with 
many plants, while limiting those that I know will not 
make it in a normal year, to containers that can and will be 
moved to safety. I already have an assortment of Clivia, 
Cymbidium orchid and Bromeliads moved to a safe place, the 
same 10 by 20 foot space I use for growing rooted cuttings 
and new divisions. 

 

Dot Petrosky, MG03 

 I try to find plants that can take the cold. Pots can be 
moved to a sheltered location (porch, garage, indoors). In-
ground plants can be covered over night with a tarp, sheet 
or newspapers.  Over the years I have lost very few. 

Joann Godoy, MG08 

 Frost is rare in my Aptos neighborhood. I have at least 
100 succulents, in the ground and in pots. I use Agribon, 
lightweight floating row cover, when the temperature 
dips to frost levels.  

Kelly Locke, MG10 

 The ones in pots get moved closer to the house or un-
der a tree. Anything in the ground is survival of the fittest! 

 

W HAT  CHANGES HAVE YOU MADE IN  YOUR  
GARDENING PRACTICES TO ADDRESS THE  

ECOLOGICAL ISSUES OF CLIMATE  CHANGE,  
WATER  EFFICIENCY AND USE OR NON-USE OF  

PESTICIDES, AND GMO SEEDS. WHY DID YOU MAKE  
CHANGES AND HOW  EXACTLY DID YOU CHANGE 

WHAT  YOU DO IN  THE GARDEN? 

Bobbie Wright, MG10 

 I'm refining my irrigation system and then plan to re-
move the little lawn I have left. I have the plants that take 
more water in specific areas and rarely water the rest of 
the garden. 

Lois Taylor, MG10 

 I am saving seeds for most herbs and vegetables. 
When I plant them next year they will acclimatize to my 
particular garden and do better, maybe produce more, bolt 
less frequently and need less water. This is in lieu of buy-
ing starts for everything. 

 The earwig hot tubs (soy sauce with an olive oil float-
er) in a plastic container amongst the veggies work really 
well. 

 Placing a twig of black berry thorns directly in a mole 
hole has worked really well. I stick them down as far as I 
can, cover it up, then place a markeréthe markers are still 
there! They move on. 

 Roses- I have been diligent in taking off all diseased 
leaves, placing them in the garbage, picking up all leaves 
around the bottom of the plant, then making a barrier of 
compost and some mulch around the base of the rose. This 
has produced great results and I have had stunning 
blooms from all my roses.  

Ellen Wright, MG99  

 Climate change here in Prunedale seems to mean cool 
and damp, rather than hot and dry. Our ornamental gar-
den is, for the most part, made up of drought-tolerant 

A picture worth a thousand words 
http://waspkiddiaries.blogspot.com/2009/12/redneck-frost-protection.html 
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Mediterranean climate plants that only need bi-monthly 
watering; and over 300 potted plants (many succu-
lents) that we hand-water. We use compost, chicken ma-
nure, and organic fertilizers for the most part, and most of 
our vegetable seeds are "heirloom" varieties from friends, 
including Azores kale, Aztec cool-climate beans, a Guate-
malan mountain corn, and a delicious montane winter 
squash. We are finding cool-climate varieties that work 
here. We have pretty much given up on tomatoes, pep-
pers, and even summer squash. We are re-thinking our 
little orchard; even though we have mostly cool-summer 
varieties, they're not thriving.  

  We have been "organic" for the nearly 20 years we've 
lived here. We share our 3 acres with 3 dogs, a flock of 
hens, bees and many wild birds and insects that we love, 
so we're not going to jeopardize their health with pesti-
cides. 

Alison Kerr, MG10 

 I have dogs, cats, chickens and various wildlife, so I 
don't use any pesticides and carefully purchase non-GMO 
seeds and organic seedlings. For the gophers I curse a lot 
and add the castor based pellets every month or so, which 
seems to help a little. 

 For water efficiency in my sandy soils, I add a layer of 
alfalfa hay under the layer of compost I place everywhere 
(boxes, beds, pots, etc.) each fall. Not only does it help 
retain water, it adds aeration, builds up the soil and adds 
growth hormones. We use greywater from our laundry 
and collect rainwater in tanks. The plants love it more 
than the water from the hose. 

 For climate change, over the last several years, the ma-
jority of my plantings are fruits and vegetables (I have 
fruit trees, herbs and veggie boxes in my front yard) to 
create a truly locally grown environment for my own fami-
ly and my neighbors. I have been considering a green roof. 

Stuart Walzer, MG96 

 I have found that my drip system uses too much water 
and my water bills have run very high. Further, the drip 
system requires endless repair and maintenance. I'm too 
old to do it myself and so it becomes an additional ex-
pense. I now water by hand. It is time consuming but it 
has cut my expenses to a fraction of what they were. I 
work in the garden almost every day of the week. I do have 
two young men who come in every other week for two 
hours. They are big strong guys who can do the heavy lift-
ing, digging and can use the pole pruner to prune high up 
in the trees. I do the rest. It's a full time job but it fills the 
time until the Messiah comes.  

Barbara Gordon, MG98 

 1) I've planted more succulents. I have one fence "wall" 
on one side of my house that has pot latches holding the 

potted succulents. I have dozens of Sedum, Crassulas, Eche-
verias and many others. They do require water but not 
much, not often.  

 2) I spray my fruit trees with neem oil and sometimes 
sulfur as many times per year as I can. It keeps them look-
ing healthy and seems to allow for good fruit production. 

 3) I wait out the veggie ripening process even though 
it has changed with climate change. Be patient. And enjoy. 

 4) I have a small bathroom leak which we don't have 
enough money to fix yet. We're saving but in the mean-
time I save water in watering cans in the bathroom before 
and during showering. 

 5) I do not use pesticides. I have lady beetles and bees 
in my garden. Lots of other insects and butterflies too. So, 
I think I have beneficials though I don't know what all of 
them might be. 

Kari Olsen, MG06 

 The gardening practices we use are largely based on 
what we know and what we've learned. Gardening prac-
tices which are based on the impact those choices have on 
the larger ecological picture is a complicated subject. Lots 
of those choices involve some basic common sense (e.g., 
don't waste water, pesticides kill things) but a lot of 
"good" (or at least "better") choices can be made only after 
we educate ourselves and that is how I have approached 
the questions surrounding sustainability in the garden.  

 Five or six years ago I wouldn't have had a clue what 
"sustainability" had to do with gardening; now at least I 
understand the concept...and the fact that "sustainability" 
is one of those words which has a lot of definitions de-
pending on who you ask. I have been lucky to be able to 
take advantage of great educational opportunities and re-
sources in this area: the initial Master Gardener training 
program; Cabrillo's fabulous Horticulture classes; semi-
nars offered by organizations like the Ecological Land-
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scape Association, UCSC Farm, California Native Plant 
Association, EcoFarm and, of course, MBMG (The First 
Gardening Boot Camp was awesome! I've already penciled 
in the date for 2012!) In the time since this epoll question 
was sent out and the time I'm writing my response a com-
pletely new opportunity has emerged: the Ocean Friendly 
Gardens Certification training program. Perched as we are 
on the edge of the central coast, what could be more rele-
vant?!? 

  As to how I've assimilated what I've learned into my 
gardening practices, that's an ongoing process. 
I'm slowly removing the lawn areas in my yard 
and replacing them with drought tolerant plantings. Be-
cause my yard is adjacent to a riparian corridor (actually 
more of a glorified drainage ditch, but who cares? It's pro-
tected from ever being developed!) I'm transforming the 
backyard into a meadow planting, sort of my own mini-
restoration project. I use drip irrigation supplemented by 
hand watering and I keep an eye on my water bill month 
to month and year to year (that's a real eye-opener.) I 
practice IPM and try to avoid using pesticides unless nec-
essary; those I do use are OMRI approved. (Note: the in-
creasingly aggressive paper wasps building their nest 
above my garage were an exception to that rule.) I propa-
gate my own plants as much as possible and I give a lot of 
them away. I volunteer in the Capitola Water Wise 
Demonstration Garden. I'm happy with these changes and 
feel good about them but there is one major thing missing 
here: I don't grow any food plants (see my answer to the 
epoll question about "failures.") Beginning a vegetable gar-
den is the next change to make in my gardening practices 
in order to continue to evolve in the direction of earth 
(and ocean!) friendly gardening choices and overall sus-

tainability (whatever that means.) :) ó 

 

All the logos below are active links: 

  

 IPM 
 

 is an ecologically-based approach to managing 
pests that tries to prevent problems through a 
combination of methods and uses pesticides only 
as a last resort.  IPM programs can be applied 
against insects, weeds, plant diseases, rodents, or 
other pests.   

 With IPM, youõll have a safer home and environ-
ment and youõll have fewer pest problems.   

 Remember these IPM steps as you try to solve 
your pest problems: 

§ Correctly identify the pest 

§ Determine if it is a problem you cannot tolerate.   

§ Identify the conditions in your home or garden 
that are causing the pest to thrive or invade and 
change them to the extent possible.   

§ If this isnõt enough, consider other methods such 

as cultural, mechanical, physical or biological con-

trols, or use least-toxic pesticides as a last resort.  

2ÖÓÝÌɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÌÚÛɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ4"ɅÚɯÉÌÚÛɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌȯ 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/ 

MBMG  
Home   
Gardening  
Boot Camp  

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/index.html
http://www.cnps.org/
http://www.cabrillo.edu/academics/horticulture/
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/
http://www.eco-farm.org/
http://www.surfridersantacruz.org/current-projects/ocean-friendly-gardens/
http://montereybaymastergardeners.org/BootCamp.htm
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GARDENERS AND  FROGS:  

NATURAL FRIENDS AND  ALLIES 
 

SUE TARJAN, MG06  

The rainy season is back in the Monterey Bay area. 
We gardeners are always happy when welcome showers 
wash months of dust away, plump up desiccated moss 
into verdant green blankets on tree trunks, and encourage 
fall blooms and mushrooms. The frogs, newts, and other 
amphibians are probably pretty happy, too, anticipating 
the annual mating opportunities the rains bring to their 
seasonal ponds and puddlesñthat is, the ones who make 
it. Sadly, many donõt survive the trek from their summer 
retreats. I see the pathetic little corpses of squashed frogs 
and newts on most wet winter mornings when Iõm out 
walking my dogs along our road. Sometimes Iõm able to 
help one or two across unscathed, but the carnage is dis-
maying. 

Which is all to explain why I wound up at my first 
meeting of Save the Frogs November 29th at Ecology Ac-
tionõs office in downtown Santa Cruz, where I had the 
pleasure of meeting Save the Frogõs founder and executive 
director, Dr Kerry Kriger. Some of you may have attended 
a master gardenersõ talk he gave that Iõd missed out on; Iõm 
certainly glad I made it this time. Dr. Krigerõs organization 
is young but vibrant with the energy and hope generated 
by his enthusiasm and dedication to these engaging and 
environmentally essential little creatures. 

What I really hope to learn as a new member of Save 
the Frogs is just how regular folksñbackyard gardeners 
like you and meñcan make a difference in the survival of 
these animals. Iõve just started to explore all the possibili-
ties and will keep you posted on what I learn as time goes 
on. For now, Iõll just mention a few easy ways to make 
your yard more amphibian friendly while urging you to 
visit the websites and read the books selected here to 
delve deeper into this important issue. 

Oh, and why the title? Why should gardeners and 
frogs be such good buddies? Think about it. As master 
gardeners, weõve all learned about òintegrated pest man-
agement.ó Well, with frogs around, pesky insects will be 
integrated all rightñinto their hungry little bellies. Other 
amphibians relish plant-eating bugs just as much as frogs 
do. And did I mention mosquito abatement? You get the 
picture. 

Courting Your Frogs 

Donõt use pesticides! Moist amphibians absorb pesti-
cides through their skins as well as through their digestive 
tracts. 

Donõt be too tidy. Leave a few piles of leaves or rocks 
or logs around where amphibians can shelter. One caveat 
here: keep the messiness away from your house to discour-
age voles and other less welcome residents from doing 
damage. 

Plant lots of native vegetation to attract the local in-
sects that local amphibians evolved to eat. 

Keep your cats inside. If you want to create a sanctu-
ary for wildlife, you need to protect your guests from larg-
er predators. Of course, cats benefit from the same protec-
tion. 

Add water. Most amphibians need water to repro-
duce. Even a shallow dish or birdbath on a protected 
patch of ground will attract frogs and their cousins. A lit-
tle water and a few broken pots to hide under might look 

like prime real estate to an amphibian. 

Consider other water features. While ponds, even 

small wildlife ponds, can be expensive and difficult to 
maintain without careful planning, what about a bog? 
Bogs, it turns out, can be constructed next to ponds or all 
by themselves and are much cheaper and easier to create. 
Find out how by dipping into one of the pond books Iõve 
listed for you. 

Websites for Frog Fans 

Save the Frogs: www.savethefrogs.com 

Dr. Kerry Krigerõs website is 
one well worth bookmarking 
to keep up-to-date on the 
latest legislation affecting 
frogs and their relatives and 
to stay informed on actions 

and upcoming events. Of course, youõll also learn a lot 
about frogs and their plight and how you can help. 

California Herps: http://www.californiaherps.com/info/

livingwithherps.html 

The entire site is a great guide to the amphibians and 
reptiles of Californiañan exceptionally rich source of in-
formation on California species you might see in your own 

yard if you encourage them and provides lots of sugges-
tions on how to do so. This particular page focuses on res-
idential areas and delights with 
useful tidbits; for example, I just 
learned that gopher snakes 
climb trees and can get entan-
gled in bird netting. Who knew? 
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In winter, Northern Red-legged Frogs enter this artificial pond on the  
Humboldt County coast to breed and lay eggs. 

 

Pacific Horticulture:  
http://www.pacifichorticulture.org/garden-allies/69/1/ 

This page is written for the gardener yearning to lure 
in permanent amphibian tenants. While youõre there, take 
some time to look at the rest of the website. Itõs a treasure 

for California gardeners. ó 

 

 

  

 Want to learn how to create your own wildlife  
sanctuary, pond, or bog? These books and more are at  
the library just waiting to enlighten you: 

 The American Horticultural Society Complete Guide 
to Water Gardening: Design, Construction, Planting, 
Maintenance, Peter Robinson 

 The Living Pond: Water Gardens with Fish and Other 
Creatures, Helen Nash 

 Natural Habitat Garden, Ken Druse with Margaret 
Roach 

 The Practical Rock and Water Garden: A Step-by-
Step Guide from Planning and Construction to Plants 
and Planting, Peter Robinson 

 Sunset Water Gardens: Pond Design, Beautiful Plant-
ings, Construction Details, Caring for Fish, Susan 
Lang, T. Jeff Williams, and the editors of Sunset Books 

 The Ultimate Water Garden Book, Jean-Claude Ar-
noux 

 Welcoming Wildlife to the Garden: Creating Back-
yard and Balcony Habitats for Wildlife, Catherine 
Johnson, Susan Diarmid, and Edward Turner 

 Wildlife -Friendly Plants, Rosemary Creeser 

 The Wildlife Sanctuary Garden, Carol Buchanan ó 

Pacific chorus frog  
(Pseudacris regilla) 

And what is there to life if a man cannot 
hear the lonely cry of a whippoorwill or the 

arguments of the frogs around  
a pond at night? 

 
~ Chief Seattle, 1854 

javascript:pictureWindow('http://www.pacifichorticulture.org/photos/content/fullsize/2991/Lav.Pacific_Chorus_frog.jpg','Lav.Pacific_Chorus_frog.jpg','466','610','Pacific chorus frog (%3ci%3ePseudacris regilla%3c/i%3e)')
http://savethefrogs.com/actions/pesticides/atrazine/index.html
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GARDENING BOOKS AT THE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY: CHECKõEM OUT! 
SUE TARJAN, MG06  

Not all newsletter article ideas are easy to research or 
refine. While wrestling with one intransigent topic re-
cently, I realized that Iõd been overlooking an opportunity 
to write about a very useful subjectñthe gardening books 
and other resources available at the public library. After 
all, itõs where I get the majority of the information I use 
when I write my articles. I love the Internet, donõt get me 
wrong, but itõs not very well organized or as user-friendly 
as the library; retrieving the particular item you want can 
become very tedious as you surf through the thousands of 
websites your search engine provides. 

Santa Cruz Public Library and the other public librar-
ies around the Monterey Bay are bursting with books on 
all sorts of gardening topics like selecting appropriate 
plants for your microclimate, pruning fruit trees, propa-
gating natives, saving seed, constructing water features, 
designing fabulous landscapes, attracting wildlife, being 
water-wise, wowing the neighbors with gorgeous blooms 

or fall colorñyou name it, theyõve probably got it or will 
order it if they donõt. 

You can go to your local branch and ask the friendly 
folks there to point you toward the specific stacks youõd 
like to browse, or, to find just the book you want, you can 
search their catalog yourself to figure out what they have 
and where itõs shelved. Theyõll show you how to use the 
computer catalog if you need help. And if a book isnõt 
housed at your branch, theyõll be happy to retrieve it for 
you. 

Another great option that saves gas and time is to 
search online library catalogs from home. Just to get you 
started in case youõre not familiar with using online cata-
logs, take a look at Santa Cruz Public Libraryõs new online 

catalog at http://catalog.santacruzpl.org/. Not only can you see 

whatõs available and read reviews of the books that strike 
your fancy while youõre online, you can put holds on them 
as well. 

Santa Cruz Public Libraryõs online catalog can be 
searched with key words the same way that you conduct a 
Google search. If you type in ògardeningó as your search 
term, youõll get an idea of just how many books they have 
in their collection for the gardener. Of course, you can nar-

row your search by entering a particular title, author, year, 
or subject (like òCaliforniaó or òshadeó). You can also spec-

ify the format you want: audio books, E-books, large print 
books, etc. And there are even more sophisticated search 
options available when you click on òAdvanced.ó Play 
around with itñit wonõt break! 

Wherever it is, your public library offers thousands of 
gardening books to choose from free for the taking. All you 
need is an unquenchable thirst for gardening lore and a 

library card! ó 

 

PLANTING TREES THIS WINTER? FOR HINTS BEFORE 

YOU CHOOSE, VISIT THE LIBRARY TO PERUSE THESE  

SELECTIONS AND MORE: 

 

Fall Scaping: Extending Your  
Garden Season into Autumn 
Nancy J. Ondra and Stephanie Cohen 

 

 

 

 

Japanese Maples: The Complete Guide to 
Selection and Cultivation  

J.D. Vertrees and Peter Gregory 

 

 

 

 

Trees for All Seasons: Broadleaved  
Evergreens for Temperate Climates 
Sean Hogan 

 

 

 

Using and Growing Trees in Your  
Garden: A Complete Guide to Choosing, 

Landscaping, Planting, Pruning, and 
Propagating  
Mike Buffin 

 

 

 

Wonders of the Winter  
Landscape: Shrubs and  
Trees to Brighten the Cold-
Weather Garden 
Vincent A. Simeone 


