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          Monterey Bay Master Gardeners
          Advance Training Guidelines

Master Gardeners are expected to maintain and upgrade their skills through continuing education or advanced training. The continuing education requirement is intended to enable program participants to effectively extend University of California research-based horticultural information to the gardening public.

In general, courses, classes, or other activities which increase or enhance one’s horticultural knowledge and which meet the standards of the University of California, will be given credit as advanced training. 

General Guidelines…

· 20 hours minimum are required per year to remain certified. Report your hours quarterly. The Master Gardener activity year runs from January 1 to December 31. Hours earned beyond the minimum are appreciated and encouraged, but cannot be carried over to the next year.

· Hours are earned by the half hour or full hour. Do not submit quarter hours or anything in between. Round your time up to the next half or full hour accordingly. Activities must be educational, and related to horticulture or to the Master Gardener mission. All activities must have some scientific basis, for example, travel tours or garden tours, do not generally apply. 
· Travel time to and from a course location is not counted towards advance training hours.

Some examples of what counts as Master Gardener advance training…

· Activities can include classes, presentations, and workshops led by an instructor with recognized credentials (education and experience in the field) , including, but not limited to: the educational portion of Quarterly meetings; Master Gardener certification classes; Master Gardener arranged activities; classes at community colleges; workshops, presentations, garden fairs, tours, or conferences held by or sponsored by a recognized horticultural organization only.
· Activities that entail significant research and learning for purposes of conveying information to other gardeners or the public (eg research for a newsletter article or other publication, for teaching a class, or for community outreach), provided these are unpaid activities.
· Hotline service may be counted as either Advanced Training or Volunteer service and can be designated as seen fit by the participant.

 

· You may record 3 hours per unit for any college-level horticulture course.

· Up to 2 hours annually of Advanced Training hours may be obtained from viewing televised programs (gardening segment only).

· Develop a new class or presentation. Submit a course outline and bibliography to the advance training coordinator for approval. Once approved, you can apply the hours earned developing the presentation towards advance training. Teaching the class or giving the presentation will count as Volunteer Service hours.

· Read a book on a horticultural topic. One advance training hour per book with a maximum of two per year can be earned in this manner provided that the title of the book and a review of it are submitted to the Newsletter editor for publishing on our web site.

A good litmus test for whether a class may be eligible for Advance Training hours is this: Would the class help you answer horticultural-related questions that may be asked on the Hotline or any of our special MG events?

Some examples of what DOES NOT count as Master Gardener advance training…

· Advanced training credit will not be given for:

a) Casual visitation of gardens, nurseries, or other horticultural facilities

b) Casual reading of gardening literature

c) Homework for college horticulture classes

Exceptions to these general guidelines may be granted by the Advisory Board or its agents with evaluation by the UCCE Farm Advisor.

2007 Reporting Form

Master Gardener Volunteer Hours

and Advanced Training 




Annual Certification and Recertification Requirements:
       


20 hours advanced training 

      


30 volunteer hours  

Advanced Training Courses
	Date
	Class Description
	Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


   Total advanced training hours 

    for this quarter:   __0___

   Total year to date:  ___0_____
* Other Volunteer Hour Examples:  Set-up/down classes, 4-H Garden projects, Youth Garden, Master Garden Tour, Arboretum, Central Coast Expo, Grad Committee, La Mirada, Speakers Bureau, Homeless Garden Project, Green Team, Beach Garden, School Gardens, UCSC, Skypark Linear Park, Cabrillo, UCCE Landscaping Project/Demo Garden, etc.  
Please note, Master Gardeners are encouraged to inquire about the validity of volunteer service projects in advance. Any project not listed above should be reviewed and approved prior to acceptance. Please contact Kat DeDontney at kapiller1@yahoo.com or 663-5898 for approval. Below is a link to the project submission guide from our Web site. http://groups.ucanr.org/mbmg/Projects/Project_Submission_Guide.htm
NAME:
                            




Phone #:
                       Quarter: 1 2 3 4







     (circle one)  

	Volunteer   Hours
	Month


	Month
	Month

	
	Date
	Hours
	Date
	Hours
	Date  
	Hours

	Hotline


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Administration


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advisory Board


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Newsletter


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Youth Garden


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other*


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monthly Totals
	
	
	

	Total volunteer hours for this quarter :
	

	Total year to date:
	


Please return this form 10th of the month following each quarter (April 10, July 10, October 10 and January 10)  to Leora Worthington, 18410 Meadow Ridge Road, Salinas, CA 93907, 831-443-5919 OR e-mail to lee2.otterby@worldnet.att.net
BE SURE TO KEEP A COPY OF THIS REPORT FOR YOUR RECORDS. 
Author: Alicia Molina,_MG2004_Created on 3/15/2007 4:30:00 PM
Sources: ANR UCCE Master Gardener Program Administrative Handbook, Oct. 2002; UCCE Web site http://montereybaymg.ucdavis.edu/ (information on projects)
AMolina; Created on 3/15/2007 4:30:00 PM

_920832864

